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PREFACE. 



I believe it has before been said, that the 
idea of property — of one's own, imparts a charm 
to everything which is the object of it. Hence 
it is, no doubt, that men cling, with such un- 
conquerable tenacity of attachment, to their 
own opinions, to wit, because they are their 
own. Hence again, the reluctance which the 
generality of men evince, to the reading of 
anything which may have a tendency, to dis- 
turb the quiet and comfortable enjoyment of 
their own preconceived opinions. Therefore is 
it that I have selected my querulous motto. 



London, March 1838. 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 



Whatever diversity of opinions may once 
have prevailed as to the expediency or the 
safety of emancipating the slaves in the West 
Indies, all must now admit that the principles 
upon which that great measure is founded do 
honor to the national character. The 3rd and 
4th Will. 4th, ch. 73, will ever be regarded as a 
lasting monument, not less of national justice 
than of humanity and benevolence. Disdain- 
ing to shelter itself under metaphysical dog- 
mas concerning the abstract rights of man, 
the British parliament, seeing that the nation, 
whether right or wrong, had for ages most 
unequivocally sanctioned a right of property 
in slaves ; and had by various laws and institu- 
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tions encouraged their fellow subjects to invest 
capital in that description of property, felt 
that it could not without flagrant injustice 
wrest it from its owners without compensa- 
tion. They accordingly decreed the sum of 
£20,000,000 for this purpose. Now in as 
much as the affairs of nations are, it must be 
confessed, regulated by a much lower standard 
of morality than the affairs of individuals, this 
must ever be acknowledged as a generous act 
of justice. The Colonies were helpless, and 
had Parliament thought fit to put forth the 
strong arm of power tp strip- them 1 of their 
rights, unrestrained by considerations of honor, 
they must have tamely submitted. A par- 
ticular acknowledgment however appears to 
be due to the Minister under whose immediate 
auspices this great measure was matured and 
developed. Mr. Spring Rice, who was at that 
time the colleague of Lord Stanley, having a 
few nights past thought proper to taunt his, 
Lordship, with having altered the loan of 
£ 16,000,000 as was at first proposed, to a 
grant of £ 20,000,000, it is now proved that 



^itized by G00gle 



the Colonies owe thia net of justice, and the 
nation the success of thia great experiment, 
primarily to the high principle and sound dis- 
cretion of this honest and consistent statesman 
— consistent in having quitted his party, when 
they quitted their principles, and surrendered 
themselves to the dictation of demagogues. 

The nation having then dealt with this 
question on sound and liberal principles of 
equity, it follows that every colonial pro- 
prietor who has partaken of the compensation, 
fund, has thereby virtually entered into a 
compact, which binds him in honor to assist 
faithfully, in furthering those objects, for the 
accomplishment of which the fund was granted. 
And the people who are to pay it, have a right 
to be assured that the benevolent designs, for 
the sake of which they have submitted to this 
burthen, shall not be frustrated by sordid 
views of self-interest, or a blind and intractable 
attachment to old prejudices. It is therefore 
natural, that the reports which have been 
lately bo industriously circulated throughout 
this country, of the unkind treatment and 
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unhappy condition of the emancipated slaves, 
should have produced a great deal of angry 
excitement. But axe these statements true ? 
That is, are they true, not as isolated facts, 
but as exhibiting a faithful picture of the 
actual condition of the apprenticed laborers? 
A very common error, be it remembered, into 
which collectors of grievances are apt to fall, 
is to mistake varieties for species, and species 
for genera. Such a person hears a case of 
crying injustice or cruelty; perhaps be is at 
some pains to investigate the circumstances 
connected with it, and arrives at the conclusion 
that the evidence of its truth is irresistible. 
His task is now completed ; he has the means 
of proving the existence of injustice and 
cruelty, and forthwith exhibits this case as 
instar omnium a confirmation of his pre-estab- 
lished opinions, as to the general prevalence of 
oppression; when perhaps had he pushed his 
enquiries further, he may not have been able 
to find another instance of a similar character. 
An impartial consideration of the means 
which have been employed to collect the in- 
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formation upon which the disheartening state- 
ments above alluded to are founded, cannot fail 
to throw considerable distrust around them, 
Mr. Sturge, Mr. Scobell, and others, I be- 
lieve, were sent out to the West Indies by 
parties who have for a long time been the un- 
disguised enemies of the Colonies, for the 
avowed purpose of searching for grievances. 
Is it to be wondered at, that they found what 
they were sent to search for ? Is there any 
country in the world where such a search 
would fail in its object f Take the example 
of this favoured country. With all the care 
and labour which for century after century 
has been bestowed upon improving the laws, 
and rendering more perfect the administration 
of the courts, what a history of crime, of laws 
broken, of injuries inflicted, often too with 
impunity, does this branch of our statistics ex- 
hibit? Can it then be matter of surprise, or 
ought it to be occasion of very deep indigna- 
tion, that in communities in which the elements 
of society are confessedly of an inferior cha- 
racter to those of England, and the machinery 
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by which it is to be regulated, far less elaborate 
in its construction, grievances are to be found 
by persons who visit them with a predisposition 
to find fault, and professedly to hunt for abuses. 
On the contrary, shonld there appear to be 
generally prevalent among the people in such 
a community, a habitual disposition to conform 
to the laws, and to respect the rights of others, 
and on the part of the Legislature an honest 
desire to improve the laws, and to administer 
adequate remedies to proved abuses; every im- 
partial enquirer would surely be willing to 
make large allowances for certain defects in 
their system, and even for the occasional oc- 
currence of undeniable grievances. In the fol- 
lowing sketch it is proposed to test the conduct 
of the Proprietors, as well as of the Legislature, 
of one of the colonies, by this standard. And I 
feel confident that I shall be able to prove that 
they at least, of that island, have not deserved 
the unrelenting vituperation which has been so 
lavishly poured out upon the colonies, in the 
House of Lords as well as elsewhere. 

Of Lord Brougham I am disposed to speak 
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with all the admiration which is due to talents 
of the highest order. But Lord Brougham is 
an orator. ■ He who looks into the speeches of 
this distinguished man, for brilliancy of fancy, 
for richness, elegance and copiousness of dic- 
tion, and powers of sarcasm unequalled, as- 
suredly will not be disappointed. But certainly 
it is not; in these rhetorical exhibitions, that the 
honest enquirer for truth would seek for facts. 
These things are very well understood. And 
while one cannot but lament, that he should 
have as his opponent a man gifted with such 
vast powers, he may console himself with the 
. reflection, that Lord Brougham's statements 
will be received by all sober thinking men, 
with that prudent distrust which naturally 
attaches to the exaggerations of a very imagi- 
native orator. Not .so with regard to the 
statements which come before the public 
stamped with the high official authority of the 
Colonial Secretary. It is with these that I 
propose to deal in the following pages. 

Lord Glenelg has given notice of the inten- 
tion of Government, to bring into Parliament 
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a Bill for the more effectual protection of the 
apprenticed laborers in the Wert India Colo- 
nies; stating that the measure is called for by 
the existence of very serious grievances, and 
by the contumacious refusal of the Colonial 
Legislatures to apply adequate legal remedies 
to their correction. 

If these two propositions can be established 
by satisfactory proof, no humane and just man 
could withhold his assent to the propriety, of 
Parliamentary interference ; however he may 
lament the necessity of invading the acknow- 
ledged rights of independent Legislatures. 
But, it is to be presumed, that Parliament will 
require some evidence of the truth of the alle- 
gations, upon which these proceedings are to 
be founded, before they consent to be a party 
to them. It is with a view of furnishing some 
information to those who wish to do justice, 
and which may assist them in forming a correct 
judgment on this question, that the following 
observations are presented to the public. 

Much of the reasoning is general and uni- 
versally applicable to the actual circumstances 
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of our colonial establishments. The laws and 
practices of one Colony however, that of Bar- 
bados, are referred to in illustration of the 
argument. Lord Glenelg, it is true, in speci- 
fying the grievances under which the appren- 
tices labor, refers principally to Jamaica, 
nevertheless, his censures are indiscriminate, 
and so it would seem are the measures by 
which it is proposed to coerce the Colonial 
Legislatures. " It is now manifest," says Lord 
Glenelg, " that nothing is to be expected from 
" the Colonial Legislatures. It is therefore 
" become necessary to apply to Parliament, to 
" redress the grievances of the apprentices." 
From which we are to infer, that the Colonies 
generally have resisted the efforts of the pa- 
rent government to ameliorate the condition 
of the apprenticed laborers, and that therefore, 
such measures as may be deemed requisite for 
the correction of existing abuses, are to be 
imposed upon all the Colonies, without dis- 
tinction, by the authority of the British Par- 
liament. Upon the charge of contumacy then, 
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the question of parliamentary interposition is 
made to turn. Parliament will of course 
therefore, require satisfactory evidence of the 
existence of such a spirit in each Legislature, 
wheae rights they are called upon to abrogate, 
and' not consent to that Procrwtiart soheme of 
legislation, which would inflict the- same mea- 
sure of punishment indiscriminately, upon a 
variety of parties* without regard to the ex- 
tent' of guilt in each. This is very essential to 
the ends of justice, -end therefore, it is pre- 
sumed, will not be lost sight of when Parlia- 
ment come to legislate upon this question. 
Lord Gleuelg is invited to furnish evidence 
'of a single instance of pertinacious rejection by 
the Barbados Legislature, of any suggestions 
from Her Majesty's Government, for better 
ascertaining, and more effectually protecting 
the rights and privileges of the apprenticed 
laborers. That body may be content to rest 
their vindication against the charge of contu- 
macy, upon Lord Glenelg's own despatches, 
and fearlessly ask 'Parliament to form their 
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opinion of the sincerity with which they have 
applied themselves to the task of carrying out 
the benevolent intentions of the mother coun- 
try, towards the emancipated slaves, and the 
perfect good faith with "which they have en- 
deavoured to fulfil their engagements towards 
this class of their fellow subjects, upon the 
correspondence between die present Secretary 
of the Colonies, and the Governor ' of Barba- 
dos, relating 1 to ^this subject; coupled with the 
Acts passed 'by the ' Barbados Assembly, in 
relation! to rt. ; .The writer of these observa- 
tions-has seen many of these despatches, and 
be the less" regrets* that he has not at this mo- 
ment the means of giving extracts from all 
those to which he alludes, since it is in the 
power of Parliament to call for them. The 
one which is here given, is however sufficiently 
ipdicatire of the sentiments of his Lordship, 
respecting the manner in which the Barbados 
Assembly have generally met the views of 
Government. 
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" Downing Street, 

" 28M April, 1837. 
" Sir, 

" I have received your despatch, No. 
" 43, of the 24th February, in acknowledg- 
" ment of my despatches of the 2nd November 
" (circular) and of the 28th and 30th Novem- 
" bor last, and I have to acquaint you in answer, 
" that it is highly satisfactory to me to perceive 
" from the enclosures accompanying your des- 
' ' patch, that so cordial a concurrence of opinions 
" subsists between His Majesty's Government 
" and the Assembly of Barbados, on the various 
" questions which have formed the subject of 
" your communications with that House. It is 
" particularly gratifying to me to observe the 
" manner in which the attention of the House 
" has been directed to the important subject 
" of education.* 

'* I have, &o. &o. 

** Glbnelg. 
" To Sir J. Murray Mac Gregor, Bart. &c." 

* The following extract from the speech of the Governor 
of Barbados, on the opening of the last session of the Legia- 
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How are we to reconcile this expression of 
" high satisfaction " at " so cordial a concurrence 
of opinion" between his Majesty's Government 
and the Assembly of Barbados on the " various 
questions'" which had been submitted to them, 
with the assertion that " nothing is to be ex- 
pected from the Legislatures ?" . 

lature in September 1837, in which Lord Glenelg's despatch 
is alluded to, will also serve to convey the opinions of this 
high functionary respecting the feelings which govern the 
people as well as the legislature of this colony upon the 
subject under consideration. " Your Honorable Board 
" and House have lately declared that^tfae question of 
" Emancipation being no longer a debateable point, you 
" have cheerfully applied yourselves in good faith to the 
" consummation of this great national experiment, in the 
" success of which yon are so deeply interested. Satisfac- 
" tion has been expressed by the Right Honorable the 
" Colonial Minister at the coincidence of opinion subsisting 
" between the Royal Government and Local Authorities 
" on the matters lately forming the subject of [communica- 
" tion, particularly at the manner in which your direction 
" has been directed to the important subject of the educa- 
" tion of the peasantry." The Governor adds in a sub- 
sequent paragraph of the speech : " It is indeed the interest, 
" as it fortunately seems to be the growing inclination, of 
" all parties during the remaining brief tenure of ap prentice- 
" ship, to accommodate themselves to its fleeting exigencies 
" in a spirit of mutual forbearance." 
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Having now shewn, upon the authority of 
Lord Glenelg himself, that the Barbados Legis- 
lature hare not. pertinaciously opposed the 
wishes of Government, hut .that they have, on 
the contrary, evinced a laudable, alacrity in 
furthering their views; we may next enquire, 
whether there is batter, reason for. imputing to 
that island those bad practices which form the 
ground of the noble Secretary's application to 
Parliament. The grievances of which he com- 
plains, may be comprehended under the five 
following heads. 

Firstly. It is stated that cruelties are prac- 
tised in work-houses and places of confinement 
to which apprentices are committed, in con- 
sequence of special Magistrates not having free 
access to them. It is therefore intended by the 
proposed Act of Parliament, that " all such 
" places should be open to the inspection of the 
" special magistrates, who should have a right 
" of admission to all work-houses, houses of 
*' correction, &c. &c.'' This is not only per- 
mitted, but enjoined by the Barbados law. By 
the act for establishing a Rural Police, the 
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island is divided into six districts, corresponding 
with the number of special magistrates allotted 
to that island. In each district a station-house 
has been erected, which is the prison and work- 
house for the confinement of the apprentices of 
the district to which they respectively belong. 
These station-houses are placed under the ex- 
clusive superintendence of tile special magis- 
trates by the 6th Will. 4, chap. 12* sec. 2 > 
which enacts that "the special justices of the 
" peace appointed for carrying into effect the 
" acta of this island for the abolition of slavery 
" shall, during the system of apprenticeship. 
" established by the said act,, have the iinme- 
" diate superintendence of their respective 
" police settlements f* and by the 5th Will. 
4th, chap. 37, sec. 6, it is enacted, "that all 
" apprentice laborers committed to the houses 
" of correction herein before mentioned, shall 
" be subject to such rules and regulations as 
" shall be framed by the said several special 
" justices respecting their classification, main- 
" tenance and discipline, and to such punish- 
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" ments for disobedience of the said rules and 
a regulations as apprenticed laborers are sub- 
" ject to under the act for the abolition of 
" slavery in this island." 

By the act for the abolition of slavery, spe- 
cial constables are appointed upon each plan- 
tation ; and as occasions may arise in which it 
would be necessary for these officers to confine 
riotous and disorderly persons during a night, 
or until they can be carried before the special 
justice, sect. 7 of chap. 1st of 6th Will. 4th, 
provides against this power of the plantation 
constable being made subservient to sinister 
purposes of domestic oppression, viz. " And be 
" it further enacted, That no special constable 
" shall be allowed to confine for safe custody 
" any apprenticed laborer attached to any 
" plantation or place, except in those cases in 
" which other of His Majesty's subjects might 
'* be taken into custody by any ordinary con- 
" stable, or to those cases in which it may be 
" reasonably presumed that any apprenticed 
" laborer having offended against the said 
" act will attempt to escape ; provided always 



^itized by G00gle 



" nevertheless, that all buildings used as places 
" of confinement, however temporary, shall be 
" approved of for that purpose by the special 
"justice of (he peace of the district, who is hereby 
** required occasionally to visit the same.' 9 * 

If with such laws as these in force, the cru- 
elties said to he practised in places of confine- 

* The six police station houses are, as I have before 
said, provided with general prisons and cells for solitary 
confinement ; but as there is only one tread mill in the 
Island, which is set up in the common gaol of the town, 
such criminals as the special magistrates may think proper 
to sentence to punishment on the tread mill, are committed 
by their authority to the common gaol, during the term for 
which they are condemned to be punished on the tread 
mill. This gaol is by law placed under the superintendence 
and government of a board of commissioners. Amongst whom 
are the Bishop of the Diocese, the President of the Coun- 
cil, aod the Speaker of the Assembly. These commis- 
sioners have authority to establish rules and regulations for 
the management of the gaol ; and these are applicable to 
all classes without distinction of free or apprentice. It 
was discovered some time ago, that the superintendent of the 
tread mill used his whip indiscriminately upon men and 
women, who were violent or refractory, and would not 
keep their places on the tread mill. An order was issued 
absolutely prohibiting this practice. The special magis- 
trates have free access to the gaol. 
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ioent, do really occur, who is to blame for it ? 
Assuredly not the Legislature. 

The second head of grievances to be re- 
dressed, relates to the obstacles which are said 
to be thrown in the way of apprentices wishing 
to purchase the unexpired term of their ap- 
prenticeship. To remedy this, it is proposed 
that an impartial tribunal shonld be estab- 
lished for assessing the sum to be paid. This 
is satisfactorily provided for by the following 
clauses of the Abolition Act. 

Clause 18. " And be it further enacted, That 
" when any apprentice under this Act shall be 
" able and willing to purchase his or her dis- 
" charge, and the party entitled to the services 
" of such apprentice shall refuse, or to be un- 
" willing to sell such discharge, such apprentice 
" shall be at liberty to apply to the nearest ma- 
" gistrate, to be appointed by special commission, 
" who shall thereupon give notice to the person 
" entitled to the services of such apprentice, or 
" his or their representative or agent ; and 
" such last mentioned person shall thereupon 
" appoint a justice of the peace of the precinct 
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: * in which the apprentice shall reside who 
" shall, and he is hereby required to associate 

* himself with such special justices of the peace; 
'■' and the said two justices shall also associate 
:( with them one other justice of the peace, 
■' who is also hereby required to associate him- 
'* self as aforesaid : and in case the said special 
' justice and general justice of the peace can- 
1 not agree on the third justice so to be called 
' in, then the chief judge for the said precinct 

* shall name and appoint such third justice, 
' provided that, in case such chief judge shall 
' have interest in the question, the next assis- 

* tant judge in seniority shall appoint such 

* third justice," 

Clause 19. " And be it further enacted, That 
' the said three justices shall meet at such place 
' as the justices themselves shall appoint, and 
' shall proceed to fix a value upon such ap- 
' prentice, which valuation shall be binding 
' and conclusive on all parties ; and upon 
1 the amount of such valuation being paid to 
' the person entitled to receive the same, or to 
' the treasurer as hereafter mentioned, such 
c 2 
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" apprentice shall be absolutely discharged 
" from the remainder of the term of appren- 
" ticeship," &c. 

The third point adverted to by Lord Glenelg 
is as he says, " to diminish the injuries caused 
" to the apprentices by the intimidation of 
" their protectors, the special magistrates; and 
" to empower the "governor, whenever legal 
" measures should be adopted against them 
" merely for the purpose of vexation and de- 
" lay, to arrest the progress oftheproceedinga/'' 

The Barbados Legislature were not unmind- 
ful of the propriety of protecting the special 
magistrates against the annoyance of vexatious 
actions, and have accordingly provided for it 
in a way, which I have no doubt will be con- 
sidered sufficiently stringent, and much more 
constitutional than the method proposed by 
Lord Glenelg, viz: to authorize the governor 
to arrest the' proceedings, in a civil process, 
whenever he may think proper to do so. This 
is the most outrageous stretch of arbitrary 
power that Minister ever dared to propose to 
a British Parliament ; by which the authority 
of an individual is to be raised above all law, 
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and the civil rights of whole communities of 
British subjects, will be left at the mercy of 
one man's discretion. Will a reformed House 
of Commons listen to such a tyrannical propo- 
sition as this ? 

The 1 10th Section of the Act for the Aboli- 
tion of Slavery enacts, " That no action or suit 
" shall be commenced against any justice of 
" the peace, or any other person, for any thing 
'* by him done by virtue or in pursuance of 
" this Act, until fourteen days' notice thereof 
" in writing shall have been given to such 
" special justice, or other person, nor after a 
" sufficient satisfaction, or tender thereof, hath 
" been made to the party or parties aggrieved, 
" nor after six calendar months next after the 
" facts committed; and the defendant or de- 
" fendants in such action or suit shall and may 
" plead the general issue, and give this act and 
" the special matter in evidence at the trial to 
" be held thereupon, and that the same was 
" done in pursuance and by the authority of 
" this act; and if the same appear so to be 
" done, or if such action or suit shall be brought 
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" after the time herein before limited for bring- 
" ing, or shall be brought without fourteen 
*' days' notice thereof, or after a sufficient 
" satisfaction made or tendered as aforesaid, 
" that then the jury shall find for the defend- 
" ant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff or 
" plaintiffs shall become nonsuited, or suffer a 
" discontinuance of bis, her, or their action or 
" suit, or if a verdict shall pass against the 
" plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defend- 
" ants shall have treble costs, and shall have 
" such remedy for recovering the same as any 
" other defendant or defendants have or hath 
" by law for the recovery of costs of suit in 
" any other oases." 

Can it be questioned, that this law affords 
adequate protection to the special magistrates ; 
especially when it is known that, according to 
the latest information, there has never been a 
suit instituted against a special magistrate in 
Barbados, since theiiFSt appointment of these 
officers? Is this a case in which the British 
Parliament could feel justified in suspending 
the civil rights of their fellow subjects ? 
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The next subject adverted to, is the classifi- 
cation of the apprentices. It is not easy to 
conjecture what are Lord Glenelg's intentions 
upon this point. The Barbados Legislature 
amplified the definition of the predial class, 
with the view of rendering it, as they thought, 
less ambiguous. The phraseology however, 
was not approved of by the Minister for the 
Colonies, of that day. And the Local Legis- 
lature in deference to the recommendation of 
that minister, adopted the very words of the 
Act of Parliament, in their amended bill. And 
if now it is thought that these terms are not 
sufficiently explicit, it may reasonably be in- 
ferred from their general conduct, that the 
Council and Assembly, being honest in their 
intentions, would cheerfully have adopted any 
suggestions from the Colonial Office, which 
were calculated to remove any ambiguity, that 
may be supposed, still to hang over the ques 
tion. Has any such recommendation ever 
been made to the Barbados Legislature, and 
has it been rejeoted ? 

Lastly, Lord Glenelg comes to the subject 
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of flogging. According to the newspaper 
report of his speech, he says: " The Governor 
" when satisfied that any apprentice had been 
*< unjustly apprehended and punished, should 
" have power instantly to liberate him." Here 
again we have an example of his Lordship's 
fondness for uncontrolled arbitrary power: 
the Governor, not the law, is to liberate the 
apprentice, and he is to be sole judge of 
the necessity. " This," Lord Glenelg adds, 
" would at onoe put an end to the disgusting 
" practice of flogging women, and the power 
" of giving instant freedom, would operate as 
" a shield to the labourer against punishment, 
" under pretence of discipline, but in reality 
" from a motive of vengeance, became the negro 
" is no longer a slave."" 

This paragraph describes a state of things 
which, it must be evident to every one who 
will peruse the following extracts of the laws 
of Barbados with attention, never could occur, 
unless the Governor and the special magis- 
trates were as corrupt and as base as this gene- 
rous minded Lord represents the colonists to 
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be ; I would tarn upon Lord Glenelg and say, 
that if any thing at all resembling the loath- 
some picture which he has here exhibited, has 
really been suffered to occur in any one of 
Her Majesty's Colonies, since the passing of 
the acts for the abolition of slavery, he, and 
all those who are acting under his authority, 
are chargeable with a most criminal derelic- 
tion of duty, and deserve all the opprobrium, 
and the punishment too, which ought to attach 
to such crimes. I will prove this by citing 
certain clauses of the Abolition Act of Barba- 
dos, and which clauses, I know, are to be found 
in the Abolition Act of all the Colonies. 

Clause 70 of the Abolition Aot enacts, 
" That nothing in this Act contained, shall 
" authorize or be construed to authorize any 
" person or persons, other than the justices of 
" the peace, holding such special commissions 
" as herein -after mentioned, to -punish any ap- 
" prenticed laborer for any offence by him or 
" her committed, or alleged to have been oom- 
" mi tied, by the whipping, beating, or iin- 
" prisonment of his or her person, or by any 
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" other personal or other correction or punish- 
" ment whatsoever, or by any addition to the 
" hours of labor herein before limited ; nor to 
" authorize any justices of the peace, holding 
" such special commissions as aforesaid, to 
'•* punish any apprenticed laborer, being a 
■• female, for any offence by her committed, 
'■' by whipping or beating her person: pro- 
'■' vided always, that nothing in this Act oon- 
' tained, shall exempt any apprenticed laborer 
' from the operation of any law or police 
' regulation, which is or shall be in force for 
' the prevention or punishment of any offence, 
' such law or police regulation being in force 
' against all other persons of free condition." 
And Clause 86 provides, that " If any em- 
' ployer of any apprenticed laborer shall whip, 
' beat, or imprison, or shall otherwise subject 
' to any other bodily punishment, any appren- 
' ticed laborer, such employer shall incur a 
' penalty, to be imposed by such special jus- 
' tice as aforesaid, not exceeding five pounds, 
' and in default of payment thereof, or auffl- 
' cient effects to satisfy the same, within four- 
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' teen days, such justice may sentence such 
' offender to imprisonment for any time not 
' exceeding one month, in the common gaol 
' of this Island, unless the fine be sooner paid." 

Clause 87. " Provided nevertheless that in 
' any such case as last aforesaid it shall be 
' competent to any apprenticed . laborer, in- 
' stead of preferring his complaint to such 
' special justice, to maintain any 'civil suit or 
" action as in the case of any other free per- 
■' son for damages for any such battery, im- 
■' prisonment, or corporal punishment as afore- 
; ' said, and it shall also be competent to such 
" special justice if heshallseeoccasion.toabstain 
" from imposing such penalty as aforesaid, 
" and to bind over or commit for the want of 
'■' bail, the offender to take his or her trial at 
" the Court of Grand Sessions, in such manner 
" as any other justice of the peace is authorized 
'' in the case of any other free person." 

Clause 88. " And be it enacted, That if any 
" person or persons entitled, under the second 
" clause of this act, to the services of any ap- 
" prenticed laborer, shall be convicted before 
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" any oourt of competent jurisdiction of any 
" cruelty towards his or her apprenticed la- 
" borer, or if any such person shall be twice 
" convicted of inflicting any corporal punish- 
" ment upon the person of such laborer, then 
'* such laborer shall be discharged from his or 
" her apprenticeship, by order of the Court be- 
" fore which such conviction shall be had." 

This in substance is the law of every colony 
in the West ladies ; and if, in the teeth of such 
laws, Lord Glenelg, and his governors, and his 
magistrates have suffered cruelties to be prac- 
tised with impunity in "dens and secret placet," 
as his phrase is, what is to be expected from 
any law, however stringent it be, even though 
stamped with the authority of the British Par- 
liament? The citations above made, must 
satisfy every rational man that the laws enacted 
constitutionally by the local Legislatures, are 
abundantly strong to prevent the occurrence 
of such hateful scenes, if they were duly en- 
forced, and if the officers charged with the 
administration of these laws, have not the vigour 
or the courage to compel obedience to them, 
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(which I by no means intend to insinuate, but 
which Lord G.'s statement implies.) Is it 
reasonable to suppose, that more respect will 
be paid to Acts of Parliament passed under 
circumstances calculated to outrage the feelings 
of every high-minded man in the Colonies, and 
which could not fail to provoke Universal op- 
position to such a wanton invasion of the rights 
of an independent Legislature. 

We have now gone through the catalogue 
of grievances, to redress which Lord Glenelg 
invokes the power of Parliament ; -and have, 
we trust, succeeded in shewing, not only that 
such abuses do not exist in Barbados, but that in 
the actual state of the law in that colony, it is 
impossible that they could prevail to any extent, 
but through the imbecility, negligence, or more 
culpable timidity of the persons in authority. 
And if even such abuses really have elsewhere 
grown to the magnitude stated by the Colonial 
Secretary, why are innocent parties to suffer 
for their delinquencies ? Why are the Colo- 
nies generally to be held up to the execration 
and scorn of the British public, if the abuses 
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are only partial? Is the reckless vigour 
which is now displayed against the feeble, 
helpless legislatures of the West India Colo- 
nies, meant as a set-off against the sleeping 
apathy, under which, discontent has been suf- 
fered to ripen into rebellion in Canada ? and 
are they to be offered up as a propitiatory 
sacrifice to appease «n angry nation 1* 

The docility, honest intention, and good, 
faith of the Barbados legislature, have been 
the theme of Lord Glenelg's eulogy. And they 
have well' deserved it. The efficiency of the 

* Since the above passage was written, the author of 
these observations has accidentally had something like a 
confirmation of his view of the matter. Happening to be 
in the gallery of the House of Lords on the evening ap- 
pointed for bringing ou Lord Brougham's motion upon the 
Guiana Order in Council, he heard it mentioned among the 
reporters that it was probable the motion would be with- 
drawn, when one of these gentlemen observed, " Oh ! yes : 
" Lord Glenelg having laid on the table last night his bill 
" respecting the' Apprenticed laborers, it is understood 
" that they do not mean to trouble him any more." So it 
appears that his Lordship did not reckon altogether without 
his host, if he supposed that this vigorous charge against 
the West India Colonies may have the effect of drawing 
off the fire of the enemy from his position. 
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laws, and the wisdom of the regulations for 
the government and protection of the appren- 
tice laborers in that Colony, have established 
a degree of peace, harmony and contentment 
there, which are not exceeded in any county in 
England. Is it not then cruel, that this Min- 
ister should go forth to scatter the seeds of 
discord in this peaceful country — converting 
the mutual confidence and good will which 
now subsist, into mutual jealousy and distrust, 
and teaching the apprenticed laborer to re- 
gard the master as his oppressor, while the 
master is made to feel that he is the oppressed. 
If the Colonies are almost friendless in Par- 
liament, it is to be hoped that the cause of jus- 
tice is not Should Lord Glenelg's bill be 
framed in accordance with the principles laid 
down in his speech, the friends of constitutional 
rights, will find in that measure much more pro- 
voking topics for their indignant philippics, 
than all the Canada grievances put together 
could afford. These would weigh as dust in 
the balance against the tyrannical powers, with 
which it is proposed to invest the Governors 
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and Special Magistrates. It was not proposed 
to place the Canadians under the authority of 
a dictator, until they had broken out into 
actual rebellion; but in West India Colonies," 
where the people are living peaceably, in 
obedient submission to the laws, it is proposed 
to invest the Governor with a dictator's 
power of suspending, at will, all law for the 
protection of property, and of violently thrust- 
ing out of court, a suitor, who is driven there 
to seek that redress for injuries, which he has 
no means of obtaining elsewhere. 

Finally, let it not hereafter be forgotten, 
that this law of Lord Glenelg, if Parliament 
should suffer it ever to become law, finds the 
Colonies peaceable, happy, contented, how 
long it may allow them to continue so, ex- 
perience alone can tell. 
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